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TAKE ACTION  - template letter attached 
The Coalition Government must keep its promise on Violence Against Women & Girls (VAWG)
The Home Secretary Theresa May MP says VAWG is a priority for her, and the Coalition Government is publishing a ‘strategic narrative’ in November, followed by an action plan next Spring. The Inter-Ministerial Group on VAWG, which Theresa May chairs, meets next on 19th October. 

So we have a window of opportunity to urge the Coalition Government not to turn back the clock on women’s safety by letting local decision-makers choose whether or not VAWG is a priority, as currently envisaged by the Big Society. Harsh spending cuts are already threatening frontline services but there are also opportunities and the Home Secretary has promised to “ [end] the culture of charities having to survive hand-to-mouth.”
Take action now; write to the Home Secretary and Secretaries of State for Education and Health to demand access to specialised support for all women no matter where they live, and for work to prevent violence in schools, Academies, communities and workplaces. All public bodies must play their part! A template letter is attached.
The Big Society and Violence against Women and Girls

The Coalition Government's Big Society has three strands; social action, public service reform and community empowerment. We believe there are real risks for VAWG but opportunities too:
RISK





OPPORTUNITY
No level playing field locally

Appoint local VAWG leads or Specialist Commissioners

Little transparency about VAWG
Require public bodies to collect data under new Equality Duty
Violence diminishes women
Resource women’s organisations to train professionals & skill up Commissioners
Cross-boundary issues
National oversight of commissioning
Women’s voices are constrained by violence and survivors have little influence in local decision-making. Local commissioners and frontline professionals often don’t understand women’s needs and specialised support services are extremely patchy (see Map of Gaps). Some groups, such as ethnic minority women, women living in poverty, and those with disabilities, are particularly marginalised but the Big Society currently fails to recognise these inequalities. 

VAWG is a chronically neglected issue about which there is little transparency: police data do not give an accurate picture as most victims don’t report and plans for the forthcoming Public Sector Equality Duty (PSED) under the Equality Act 2010 do not require public bodies to collect data, only to publish it. It is also unclear how localism will address cross-boundary issues when women fleeing violence move from one area to another, or services are provided at regional level.

We believe it is simply too risky to cross our fingers and hope that market forces address VAWG as failure means the closure of life-saving services, and potentially lives lost to violence. However, capacity building and other measures to level the playing field would enable women’s organisations and survivors to participate in the Big Society. Options include specialist VAWG Commissioners and funding the VAWG sector to skill up commissioners and train professionals. 
The new VAWG Strategy must be effective
· Theresa May accepts the UN definition of VAWG and says it will inform work across government, but the new strategy threatens to separate forms of VAWG. This must not happen! We need an integrated approach that recognises the overlaps and interconnections between all forms of VAWG including prostitution, sexual exploitation and trafficking. 
· The strategy must level the playing field for the women’s sector and survivors and create sustainability for specialised services eg funding to help train health and other professionals and commissioners.
· Theresa May says “This is not a Home Office issue alone. This is about schools, the NHS, Job Centres, prisons”. We must ensure that all parts of government play their part.
· Crucially, the strategy must have a focus on prevention work in schools, Academies, communities and workplaces.
Please influence the strategy by writing to Theresa May, Michael Gove and Andrew Lansley. A template letter is attached but it will be more effective if you tailor it to reflect your particular concerns. Thank you!
October 2010 

End Violence Against Women Coalition

For more info go to www.endviolenceagainstwomen.org.uk
 “My ambition is nothing less than ending violence against women.” 


Theresa May, WAFE conference, July 2010 











