	[image: image1.png]



	EVAW Briefing

Together We Can End Violence Against Women and Girls: 

A Consultation Paper


For the first time ever, Home Secretary Jacqui Smith has launched a public consultation on violence against women in England - Together We Can End Violence Against Women and Girls. This is a major success for the End Violence Against Women coalition (EVAW) which has campaigned for a strategy for four years. We are asking individuals and organisations to use this briefing to respond to the consultation. 
How to respond

The deadline for responses is 29th May 2009 and you can respond by:

· Attending a stakeholder event – details at http://www.crimereduction.homeoffice.gov.uk/domesticviolence/domesticviolence071.htm
· Attending a roadshow event – details at http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/violence-against-women-bua 

· Emailing your views to vawconsultation@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk
· Completing the online survey http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/keepwomensafe/survey/
The consultation

The consultation document can be downloaded from the consultation website http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-vaw/. It is based around prevention, provision and protection and reducing women’s fears of violence. It accepts the UN definition of violence, supported by EVAW. It is intended to start a debate on tackling violence against women based around a number of questions including:

· How do we prevent violence against women and girls from happening in the first place – including changing the way that some men, particularly young men, view what is acceptable? 

· How do we help friends, family, employers and public services to identify early signs of violence as soon as possible and do something about it? 

· How do we make sure that women who seek specialist help, or need to leave home to start a new life, receive a consistent level of local support wherever they live? 

· How do we protect and support the children who are growing up in violent households? 

· How do we build confidence in the criminal justice system to improve reporting? 

· How do we make sure that men who have attacked or abused already don’t continue to do so? 

· How do we reduce women’s disproportionate fear of violence in public settings and the disabling effect this has on many lives?

The consultation document recognises the crucial role of the women’s sector in responding to violence against women. 

Key points to include in consultation responses

In 2008 EVAW published a template violence against women strategy, Realising Rights, Fulfilling Obligations, which may be useful to base your response on. This can be downloaded at http://www.endviolenceagainstwomen.org.uk/data/files/realising_rights.pdf)

· welcome the development of an integrated approach – and stress that this needs to be across forms of violence and across government at national and local levels;

· stress the importance of the strategy being based on the principles of gender equality and human rights and refer to obligations under the Gender Equality Duty and Human Rights Act;

· ask that the strategy be developed and put in place swiftly;

· support the focus on long-term prevention but ask for significant investment in public awareness programmes as well as work in schools;

· support recognition that the sexualisation of girls is problematic and needs to be addressed;

· ask for a long-term funding plan for women's support services, so that access to Rape Crisis Centres, specialised domestic violence services and other support isn't dependent on your postcode. Highlight women’s preference for women-only services;

· urge the Government to ensure that all women have access to safety, support and protection. The strategy needs to address forms of violence specific to minority ethnic communities such as female genital mutilation, barriers to accessing services and the need for specialist support;

· stress that the strategy should lead to joined up working around the UK, and link into strategic working on VAW in Scotland.

For more information about End Violence Against Women go to www.endviolenceagainstwomen.org.uk or email holly.dustin@amnesty.org.uk. 

PAGE  
1

