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Ensure safe school environments for girls: Take action now to keep violence against women and girls on the schools agenda

“My ambition is nothing less than ending violence against women.” 
Theresa May, Home Secretary, Women’s Aid conference, July 2010 

TAKE ACTION - template letter/email attached 

The Home Secretary Theresa May MP says that the prevention of violence against women and girls, through education in schools, is a priority for the Coalition Government. 

“Ending Violence Against Women, the strategy paper that David Cameron and I published in 2008…recognised the central role that gender inequality plays – both as a cause and a consequence of violence against women and committed us to an approach with prevention, rightly, at its heart...working with schools to teach young people about sexual consent and respect in relationships…working with teachers, the police, health care professionals and the voluntary sector to improve early identification...” (Theresa May, speaking at the Women’s Aid conference, 16 July 2010).

The Coalition Government is publishing a ‘strategic narrative’ on violence against women and girls (VAWG) by the end of November 2010, followed by an action plan next Spring. Urgent action is needed to keep the Coalition Government to its promise to ensure that prevention through education and support for young women experiencing violence is a focus of the forthcoming strategy. This must include concrete actions from the Department for Education.
EVAW’s recent YouGov poll of 16-18 year olds has found that violence against girls is commonplace in UK schools. 

· Close to one in three16-18-year-old girls say they have experienced unwanted sexual touching at school

· 71% of 16-18-year-olds say they have heard sexual name-calling such as “slut” or “slag” towards girls at school daily or a few times per week 

· Close to one in four (24%) 16-18-year-olds said that their teachers never said unwanted sexual touching, sharing of sexual pictures or sexual name calling are unacceptable

· 40% of 16-18-year-olds said they didn't receive lessons or information on sexual consent, or didn’t know whether they did
The Coalition Government’s commitment to teaching sexual consent is welcome but it is not enough to ensure the safety of girls in schools and to effectively tackle attitudes that condone violence against women and girls. 

Why are schools important for the prevention of violence against women and girls?

· Violence against young women and girls – such as sexual harassment, relationship abuse, sexual violence, forced marriage, so-called honour based violence and female genital mutilation -  can have a negative impact on the educational attainment of girls and young women 
· Schools have a clear ethical and legal obligation to provide safe and supportive school environments

· Schools are a site of violence against young women and girls - attitudes that excuse and normalise violence against women and girls need to be challenged early 

· Investing in prevention through education will save lives and reduce the costs associated with violence in the long term
· Schools are a critical point of referral to specialised support for young women experiencing violence
Take action now - write to Michael Gove, the Secretary of State for Education, to ask for commitments to:
1. A senior policy lead in the Department for Education who is responsible for developing and implementing a department-wide action plan on violence against women and girls

2. A mechanism for violence against women and girls specialists to provide ongoing advice and support to the Department for Education 

3. Violence against women and girls to be incorporated into the primary and secondary curriculum across all subjects, including Sex and Relationships Education, PSHE Education and Citizenship. This must address all forms of violence and challenge gender inequality and attitudes that excuse and normalise violence against women and girls. 

4. Initial and ongoing training for teaching and non-teaching school staff and governors to increase awareness and build skills to challenge violence against women and girls.
5. Regular collection and release of data on young women and girls experiences of all forms of violence in school environments. 
6. Develop specific strategies to ensure the safety and well-being of girls in Pupil Referral Units and consider alternative behaviour management strategies for girls
7. Violence against women and girls must be considered as part of the Department for Education’s work on sexualisation of children, early intervention, child protection and parenting.
8. Ensure access to specialist violence against women and girls support services in the community.
A template letter or email is attached but it will be more effective if you tailor it to reflect your particular concerns. Thank you!
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