[image: image1.jpg]



About the End Violence Against Women Coalition

The End Violence Against Women (EVAW) Coalition campaigns for governments at all levels around the UK to take urgent action to eliminate all forms of violence against women and girls. We are the largest coalition of its kind in the UK representing over 7 million individuals and organisations. A full list of members is on our website www.endviolenceagainstwomen.org.uk.
Key messages 
· The review should be underpinned by a child rights and gendered perspective. The perspective of parents is important but should not be the driver of the review. 

· Sexualisation needs to be analysed in the broader context of women’s social, cultural, political and economic inequality. 
· The focus on ‘premature sexualisation’ is too narrow. This neglects the broader culture of sexualisation that perpetuates negative gender stereotypes for both adults and children and is harmful for gender equality. It is this culture of sexualisation that creates a conducive context for the perpetration of violence against women and girls.
· The review must address the links between sexualisation and violence against women and girls. As such, the outcomes from the review should link in with the Government’s Call to End Violence Against Women and Girls: Action Plan. Importantly, the review must also address the links between sexualisation and sexual exploitation, prostitution and trafficking and link into the Government’s work in this area. The recommendations of the review should comply with international human rights obligations.
Specific recommendations
Education 

Whole school approach

· The Department for Education should issue guidance to communicate to all schools, free schools, colleges and academies the importance of addressing sexualisation and violence against women and girls (VAWG) through a ‘whole-school approach’ where the issues are embedded into all aspects of school ethos, policy and practice.

· The Department for Education should disseminate examples of good practice in addressing sexualisation, gender stereotypes and VAWG to all educational institutions in England.
Curriculum

· Challenging gender stereotypes, sexualisation, VAWG and media literacy should be integrated into the primary and secondary curriculum across all subjects in an age-appropriate manner. 
· Sex and Relationships Education and PSHE should be part of the statutory curriculum. References on sexualisation, VAWG, healthy relationships, gender stereotypes, media literacy and the harms of pornography should be included in the Department for Education’s guidance on Sex and Relationships Education.

Teacher training

· The Department for Education should ensure initial and ongoing training for teaching and non-teaching school staff and governors to increase awareness and build skills to challenge VAWG and address sexualisation as a conducive context for VAWG.
· The recommendations of the review should link in with the Department for Education’s policy on ‘Safeguarding Children and Safer Recruitment in Education’ to examine the links between sexualisation and potential abuse of students. 
Data collection

· Under the Public Sector Equality Duty, the Department for Education and Local Authorities should regularly collect, analyse and publish data on young women and girls’ experiences of all forms of violence in school, college and academy environments. This should include regular school surveys on experiences of violence and attitudes. 
· Ofsted inspections on behaviour and safety should be required to collect evidence of violence against girls in schools including sexual bullying and sexual harassment, as well as school responses to these issues.
Access to support services for young women and girls
· Local authorities should ensure that schools and other educational institutions provide access for young women and girls to specialist VAWG support services such as domestic violence projects, Rape Crisis Centres and support services for Black and Minority Ethnic women.
Media monitoring and regulation of the media and retailers
· The Department for Culture, Media and Sport should mainstream gender equality into media regulation and this should be enforced through legislation, rather than voluntary codes of conduct.
· The Department for Culture, Media and Sport should establish a programme on gender equality in the media which should investigate and take action on: the regulation of retailers and the sale of Adult Top-Shelf Titles, ‘lads’ magazines’ and other pornographic products;  the content of advertising; the content of video games and music videos.

· The Department for Culture, Media and Sport should establish positive incentives for the non-stereotypical and non-sexualised representation of women and girls in the media. This should include a media award that promotes diverse and non-sexualised portrayals of young people.

· The Department should establish an advisory group of key experts from the media, service providers and academia to monitor the representation of women and girls in the media and make policy recommendations.

· The government should extend the powers of the Advertising Standards Authority to act against sexualised imagery on commercial websites.

· Broadcasters are required to ensure that music videos featuring sexual posing or sexually suggestive lyrics are broadcast only after the ‘watershed.’
· The government should develop a code of practice for business and retailers on the responsible sale of merchandise and products that perpetuate the harmful sexualisation of women and girls.

Consultation response
Introduction

1. The End Violence Against Women welcomes the opportunity to submit a response to this review. We commend the Government for giving priority to addressing the harmful impact of sexualisation on children. 

2. We are concerned that this review is driven by the perspective of parents, rather than the rights of children or a gendered perspective. We view this as problematic given parents may be the source of sexualisation or abuse. Parents may also restrict the healthy sexuality and free expression of their children. Further, some children, such as children in care, are left out with the focus on parents.
3. We support the findings and recommendations of the Papadopoulos 2010 Sexualisation and Young People Review, emphasising the particularly harmful impact of sexualisation on women and girls and the links with VAWG.
4. We view the ‘sexualisation of culture... as a context that reinforces gender inequality by designating women as sexually available and objectified, perpetuates associations of masculinity and predatory sexual prowess, and justifies sexual violence’.
 We are deeply concerned about the negative gender stereotypes that are reinforced by sexualisation and the consequence of creating a conducive context for VAWG. 

5. We are also concerned that the review is focussed on the ‘premature’ sexualisation of children. While it is important to recognise the particularly harmful impact of sexualisation on children, this can not be separated from the broader culture and sources of sexualisation that are targeted to both adults and children and harmful to gender equality.
International human rights obligations

6. The recommendations of the review must comply with the UK’s international human rights obligations. As set out in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, the government has obligations to ensure the right of children to be free from sexual exploitation and abuse (article 34); the right to education that promotes the equality of the sexes (article 29(d)); the right to form views and express those freely (article 12); and the right to be protected from all other forms of exploitation that is prejudicial to a child’s welfare. Similarly, the review recommendations should comply with the government’s obligations under the United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women. Article 5 of the Convention provides that government should take concrete steps to challenge and transform negative gender stereotypes.

The links between sexualisation and violence against women and girls

7. As evidenced in the Papadopoulos review, the growing culture of sexualisation perpetuates gender inequalities by reinforcing negative gender stereotypes. By reinforcing the stereotype of women and girls as sexual objects and sexually available for men and boys and the stereotype of male sexual ‘need’ and ‘entitlement’, sexualisation creates a culture in which VAWG is justified.
 

8. Studies have shown a relationship between tolerance for physical or sexual violence and a repeated exposure to sexualised imagery in media and popular culture. Pornography is increasingly accessed by boys at a younger age and research suggests that this influences young men’s expectations of sexual relationships.
  Our 2010 YouGov poll found that over a quarter (28%) of young people reported they had seen sexual pictures on mobile phones at school a few times a month or more.

9. Sexual violence is a common experience for young women. Our 2010 YouGov poll found that around one in three (29%) girls had experienced unwanted sexual touching in UK schools.
 Further, a 2009 NSPCC study found that 33% of girls in an intimate partner relationship aged 13-17 have experienced some form of sexual partner violence.

The harm of sexualisation to young women and girls – impact on attainment and well-being
10. The culture of sexualisation is particularly harmful to girls and young women in terms of their physical, sexual and emotional health and well-being. 
11. Sexualisation is linked to negative body image, early sexual activity and lower self-esteem amongst girls.  For instance, researchers in the US have found a link between exposure to sexualised music lyrics and early sexual activity.
 Although there has been a decrease in recent years, the Teenage Pregnancy Independent Advisory Group reported in 2010 that the rate of teenage pregnancy remains ‘unacceptably high’.
 A 2010 study by the Child and Woman Abuse Studies Unit at London Metropolitan University found that there are that there are links between teenage pregnancy and non-consensual sex. These links are based on gendered dynamics of pressure, coercion and expectation and may be fuelled by media representations of sex.

12. Further, there is evidence to suggest that sexualisation may negatively influence girls’ achievement levels in education and opportunities by restricting the aspiration of girls through its emphasis on the physical appearance of women and girls.
 This is compounded by the growth of beauty and sex industries which are influencing the aspirations of young women. For example, the Papadopoulos review cites a 2005 survey which found that online survey that asked 1,000 15–19 year olds to indicate what their ideal profession would be from a list containing careers including doctor and teacher. They survey found that 63 per cent of 15–19 year olds considered glamour modelling their ideal profession while a quarter of the all girls surveyed cited lap dancer as their top choice.
 It is clear that sexualisation is having a particularly harmful impact on the aspirations and achievements of young women and girls.

13. By normalising violent and aggressive male stereotypes and perpetuating negative attitudes and behaviour towards women, as well as promoting sexual consumerism as an everyday leisure/entertainment practice, sexualisation also creates a conducive context for commercial sexual exploitation, prostitution and trafficking. The demand for commercial sexual exploitation, prostitution and trafficking is generated by the culture sexualisation which reinforces women as sexual objects and sexually available. We urge the review to ensure that these links are addressed and fed into the Government’s work in this area.
14. The government must ensure that specialised organisations who work on VAWG in the community are sufficiently resourced to provide expert advice to schools and provide support to students who experience violence. The current gaps in service provision must be plugged through adequate and sustained funding. For further information on gaps in funding please refer to the End Violence Against Women and Equality and Human Rights Commission 2009 Map of Gaps report which found that one in four local authorities in the UK have no specialist support services, with specialist services for ethnic minority women in just one in ten local authorities in England, Wales and Scotland. 

15. It is critical that while the review examines and addresses the harmful impact of sexualisation on women and children, it does not seek to confine or restrict the healthy expression of sexuality for women and girls. Information for young people about sex in both heterosexual and same-sex relationships is essential, and can effectively counter and address negative stereotypes in sexualised media.  
The need for alternative sources of education

16. The harmful impact of sexualisation is deeply concerning in the absence of alternative sources of education, policies and programmes that challenge gender stereotypes, promote gender equality, respectful relationships and media literacy. 
17. Specifically, the failure of the Government to make PSHE and SRE part of the statutory national curriculum is very disappointing given the harmful impact of sexualisation and the urgent need to teach young people about sexual consent, media literacy and healthy and equal relationships. We are concerned that the review of PSHE and SRE has been separated from the National Curriculum review. 
18. In addition to integrating work around media literacy, gender stereotypes and VAWG in the curriculum, research indicates that a ‘whole-school approach’ is most effective in addressing VAWG.
 This is where gender equality and VAWG is embedded into all aspects of school ethos, policy and practice.
19. National government has an important role in disseminating guidance and good practice to all educational settings on how to address the harmful impact of sexualisation.  
The need for greater control and monitoring of sources of sexualisation
20. As the Papadopoulos review confirmed, the sources of sexualisation are multiple and interconnected. Ranging from the proliferation of sexualised products on the shop floors of major retailers to sexualised imagery in music videos and video games, sexualisation is ubiquitous. In addition to sheer number of sources, we are also very concerned about the cumulative effect of repeated exposure to sexualised media on young people. 
21. The government must take responsibility for addressing the harmful impact of sexualisation by exerting a greater control over the broad range of sources of sexualisation through better regulation of industries that are sources of sexualisation, monitoring, education, media monitoring, public awareness raising and the provision of support services. 
For more information about this response contact Somali Cerise at somali.cerise@amnesty.org.uk
Telephone number: 020 7 033 1559

For more information about EVAW go to www.endviolenceagainstwomen.org.uk. 
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