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MAJOR NEW REPORT CALLS ON MICHAEL GOVE TO TACKLE VIOLENCE AGAINST GIRLS IN SCHOOLS, AND SHOWCASES PIONEERING SCHOOL PROGRAMMES

Interview and filming opp: Report to be launched at London school where students will perform their own short play about abuse of girls

Embargoed report and ‘prevention programme’ case studies available
A UK coalition of women’s organisations today (23 June 2011) launches a new report calling for the prevention of violence against women and girls to be embedded in the education system.

The report by the End Violence Against Women Coalition (1), entitled ‘A different world is possible: A call for action to prevent violence against women and girls,’ makes wide-ranging recommendations to government, public bodies, local authorities and schools to take urgent action to prevent violence before it happens.

Referring to some of the latest research on the scale, costs and causes of violence against women and girls (2), the report shows how attitudes which condone or tolerate violence against women are formed early in life, and calls for schools to tackle these attitudes and ensure that all young people understand that abuse is never acceptable.

Specifically the report calls for:

· Education Secretary Michael Gove to tell all schools that preventing violence against women and girls is a national priority;

· head teachers to lead a ‘whole school approach’ on the issue, ensuring that sexist language and behaviour are consistently challenged, and that a culture of respect is created;

· the statutory National Curriculum to address violence against women with all children receiving sex and relationships education which explicitly discusses sexual consent and respectful relationships;

· teachers to receive training about all forms of violence against women and girls including domestic and sexual violence, sexual exploitation, forced marriage and female genital mutilation;

· schools to link with specialist local women’s services to provide support for girls who are experiencing abuse;

· national and local governments to run ongoing public awareness campaigns.

The report also profiles 15 innovative grass-roots ‘prevention programmes’ which have raised awareness, challenged attitudes and encouraged bystanders to take action on violence against women in schools and other settings. Some have found this work to have a knock on effect in improving overall behaviour and attainment in schools. The End Violence Against Women Coalition is calling for more research into exactly which of these kinds of interventions are most effective and for them to be rolled out across the UK. 

Marai Larasi, Co-Chair of the End Violence Against Women Coalition, said:

“Despite the alarming scale of violence against women and girls in this country – up to 3 million women experience some form of abuse every year - we have stopped asking the question of how we can prevent it from happening in the first place. It’s as if we accept it as a fact of life. It is not.
“Schools are a critical actor. Our poll found that one in three girls have experienced unwanted sexual touching in UK schools – it is clear the issue is alive in school environments. Schools must tackle attitudes that normalise violence and abuse by exploring gender stereotypes, respect, equality and consent with young people. Moreover, schools that have run prevention  programmes have found positive effects on general behaviour and attainment.”
Drama group Tender has worked in more than 100 London schools since 2003 taking actors, film makers and designers into schools to help young people put on their own drama performances which raise issues around domestic and sexual violence. The work allows boys and girls to ‘step into each other’s shoes’ and has succeeded in reducing tolerance of violence against girls. One teacher commented, ‘The male students are far more reflective about the use of violence. They think more about it and the female students are far more self-assured.’
Susie McDonald, Director of Tender, said:

"Tender has found that one of the best ways to enable young people to challenge some of the negative views about girls that they encounter is through drama and the arts. We create a platform for young people to tell their communities how violence against women and girls is affecting their lives, and we help them to become ambassadors of violence prevention.”
The Nia Project has worked with more than 1000 young people in London schools, youth centres and youth offending teams. They conduct workshops for boys that allow them to discuss their views about sex, relationships, and what it means to be a man in a safe place where they are not being judged. When trust between them and the project workers had been established many boys revealed that they struggle with parts of the masculine role they believe they are expected to play. A project worker commented, ‘…these boys need a space where they can get answers to their questions… if they can’t get information from a reliable source, they will look to porn to seek out the information…’

The report comes hot on the heels of recent debate on the sexualisation of children in the UK, the discussion in Parliament of sexual abstinence lessons for girls, and the Justice Secretary Ken Clarke’s much criticised remarks about the seriousness of rape. In addition to calling for schools to take greater action, the report also makes recommendations on addressing the funding crisis facing violence against women services, tackling how the media represents gender and the way it can normalise violence; community mobilisation to end violence; and the need for political leadership at all levels to bring about change.
David Boyle, Principal at Dunraven School in South London where Tender have been running a drama programme, said:

“One of the keys to eradicating violence against women and girls lies in challenging attitudes that accept, condone or ignore it. Young people are bombarded with information and imagery about what it means to be a man and to be a woman which pressures some of them to behave in a certain negative way. They need opportunity to discuss, question and challenge these messages. Schools are in a unique position to work with their students to address and reverse negative attitudes and behaviours.”

Marai Larasi, Co-Chair of the End Violence Against Women Coalition, concluded:

“Research evidence and local prevention projects show that we can prevent violence against women and girls. What we need is strong, determined political commitment on this issue and targeted, concrete action in schools, workplaces and communities.”

The report is accompanied by a call on supporters to write to their local schools, local authorities, MPs and Michael Gove calling for more prevention work in schools and beyond. Schools which fail to address these issues may be leaving themselves open to legal challenge under child protection and equality laws. An Early Day Motion calling for violence against women and girls to be prevented through education has been tabled by Jo Swinson MP in the Westminster Parliament with cross-party support. More information about what action supporters can take can be found at www.endviolenceagainstwomen.org.uk .

The launch of the report is also accompanied by the release of a short film entitled ‘we are man’ which has been generously made pro bono by award winning production agency Kream. The film is aimed at young men and challenges views about tolerating violence against women and will be available to view at www.endviolenceagainstwomen.org.uk from Thursday 23 June.

Embargoed copies of the report are available on request.
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Notes to editors:

1. The End Violence Against Women Coalition is the UK’s largest coalition of organisations working to eradicate violence against women and girls; members include Rape Crisis England and Wales, Refuge, Women’s Aid, The Women’s Institute, Amnesty International UK and the TUC. We are calling for governments around the UK to take urgent action to end all forms of violence against women and girls.
2. 33% of girls in an intimate relationship aged 13-17 have experienced some form of sexual violence from a partner (NSPCC); almost one in three girls have experienced unwanted sexual touching at school (yougov poll for EVAW Coalition); every year one million women experience at least one incident of domestic violence – nearly 20,000 women a week (Home Office); 3.7 million women in England and Wales have been sexually assaulted at some point since the age of 16 (Home Office); in 2010 the Forced Marriage Unit received over 1735  calls to its helpline on suspected/potential forced marriage, 86% of who were women (FCO); it is estimated that of 17,000 migrant women involved in off-street prostitution in England and Wales, 2,600 have been trafficked and 9,200 are vulnerable migrants who may be further victims of trafficking (ACPO); 20% of women say they have experienced stalking at some point since the age of 16 (Home Office); an estimated 66,000 women in England and Wales in 2001 had been subject to female genital mutilation (FORWARD).

3. The Prevention Programme of End Violence Against Women is generously funded by Comic Relief.
