Professor Liz Kelly

Chair, End Violence Against Women

Dear Liz Kelly,

Thank you for your letter regarding a London-wide strategy to end all forms of violence against women. I greatly admire the work of the End Violence Against Women (EVAW) coalition and also of the work done in this area by the individual organisations involved.

There have undoubtedly been great strides forward in combating violence against women in recent history but the battle is far from won. There is a great deal work still to be done. There has been perhaps too great a focus on domestic violence, rape and sexual violence. I believe, as has been suggested by some experts in this field, that both at a London and a national level the focus on these terrible crimes have detracted somewhat from the development of a coherent and integrated approach to preventing all violence against women. As Mayor of London, I would commit to developing a London-wide strategy to end all forms of violence against women. 

As you rightly point out in your excellent publication, What a Waste: The Case for an Integrated Violence Against Women Strategy, there are areas of the country where the provision and approach in this field are far better than London. I would use Scotland as a starting point for a model as they have recently broadened their domestic violence strategy to encompass all violence against women and it is the only place in the country where Rape Crisis Centres are actually on the increase. That would, however, only be the first step in developing a strategy that aims to create in the long-run, a coherent and integrated long-term approach to the prevention and ultimately the elimination of all forms of violence against women. I would hope that at the end of my term as Mayor, that London would be seen as an example of good practice for the rest of the country to follow, in the same way that Scotland is now.

There can be little doubt where almost all of the expertise in this field lies – in the voluntary sector and it is they who are responsible for the majority of the provision of support services for victims. In London alone, there are hundreds of organisations doing superb work, which is often highly specialised. A London-wide strategy must not mean a top-down approach to the development of policy and the provision of services in this area. 

The knowledge and work of the many small time providers must not be lost. The good work already happening, especially in areas focused on the criminal justice system, must not be undone, but it must be complemented by the introduction of a more integrated approach to violence against women and an increase in services in areas where provision is currently poor.

As Mayor, I would not expect to be able to devise a London-wide strategy to end all forms of violence against women by developing policies all on my own. I would like to turn to the voluntary sector and to experts like you for help and guidance. I would establish a VAW Taskforce, involving representatives from the third sector to inform policy and to assist in filling the current gaps in service provision. A VAW Taskforce would be a key component of my London-wide strategy and would help a great deal in establishing the commonalities and connections between all forms of violence against women, which have so far been lost. As the Beijing Declaration correctly states, the ‘planning process should draw upon persons at the highest level of authority in government and relevant actors in civil society.’

I read with interest your publication Map of Gaps: The Postcode Lottery of Violence Against Women Support Services, but was dismayed that London emerged ‘consistently as particularly undeserved.’ It is not befitting for one of the world’s leading cities to be so poor in its provision of basic support services for women who have been the victims of violence. 

It is nothing short of a disgrace that a city of seven and a half million people has just one Rape Crisis Centre and that that is out in Croydon in Zone 5. I was appalled to learn from the Map of Gaps that this meant that London had just 2% of the country’s RCCs despite having over 12% of the population. It should shame both the Government and the current mayoral administration that funding for RCCs in London has been cut and that two, the London Rape Crisis Centre and one in Hounslow, have closed since 2003. The story is little better for Sexual Assault Referral Centres, with just three Havens based in Camberwell, Paddington and Whitechapel.

As Mayor of London I would make sure that funding was available to drastically increase the provision of both RCCs and SARCs across the capital. It is important that this funding is both ring-fenced and secured in the long-term to ensure that the victims of these despicable crimes get the support that they need.

I have made combating crime the centrepiece of my campaign. I have vowed to cut crime by 5% in each year as Mayor or I will not stand as a candidate again. I have also pledged to take over as the chair of the Metropolitan Police Authority, because it is the MPA that selects the commissioner, decides the budget and decides on the priorities of the London police. If elected, therefore, I would be able to prioritise the crimes that mattered most to Londoners, which would certainly include violence against women. 

John Yates’ was right in his recent comments to highlight the problems of scepticism and inertia in the Met being partly to blame for the appalling conviction rate for rape. I would make it a priority as chair of the MPA to increase both the professionalism of rape investigation cases and conviction rates. In the spirit of an integrated approach, however, these changes must be made while simultaneously increasing the effective mechanisms for prosecution for all the different types of violence against women. 

It is clear that the police also need to concentrate on improving their relationships with communities where women are particularly vulnerable. If intelligence-led policing is to be successful in combating violence against women, then women from all backgrounds must feel confident in approaching the police. As chair of the MPA, I would work to challenge the culture of sexism and racism that sadly still exists in parts of the Met. Only by doing that and by increasing the representation of women and people from ethnic minorities in the Met can we improve the relationship with the communities I described earlier.

As Mayor, I would work with the Metropolitan Police Authority and Transport for London to develop policies to make London a safer and more welcoming city for women. These would include the increased provision of RCCs, SARCs and ensuring safer travel for women on public transport, with the use of guards at night. I would also work with the LGA to ensure that women have access to the courses and classes that they want and bring together organisations across London, including the LGA, to ensure that women know how and where to access the services in London that they need. My VAW Taskforce, encompassing representatives from the voluntary sector, would be the first step in establishing a London-wide strategy to end all forms of violence against women. I would make this a priority as Mayor of London.

Yours sincerely,

Brian Paddick

Liberal Democrat Candidate for Mayor of London 

