Response from Ken Livingstone

As you will be aware, women’s safety has been a key theme throughout both of my previous terms which has achieved some notable progress. For example:

Effective planning across the board

Ensuring domestic violence is integrated into all relevant strategies such as health inequalities, housing, refugee integration, disabilites and older people 

Weekly meetings take place between all the staff within the GLA with responsibility for driving forward this agenda. This has resulted in much cross-over work such as addressing sexual violence as part of my London Domestic Violence Strategy and addressing domestic violence as part of my work on women offenders. 

Work has also been undertaken to ensure violence against women issues are incorporated into the work of other sectors such as mental health service providers, drug and alcohol agencies and into the roles of Faith Leaders. 

The expertise and experience of the voluntary sector is, of course, essential to this work and the structures I have put in place ensure that there is continual consultation with and feedback from the women’s voluntary sector. Indeed the current domestic violence strategy is contracted to an independent charity to ensure the centrality of the third sector in this work.

Establishing GLADA Women’s Voices to ensure that survivor’s views are meaningfully included within service planning.

In partnership with Metropolitan Police Service developed award winning awareness campaign aimed at domestic violence perpetrators

A coherent and integrated approach to preventing violence

The strategic leadership I have provided over the past eight years to successfully implement my successive Domestic Violence Strategies has resulted in a 57% reduction in domestic violence homicides. 

In late 2007, the GLA entered into a strategic partnership with GOL and the London Criminal Justice Board. This partnership successfully negotiated a lump sum investment from the Home Office to facilitate the roll out of MARACs and IDVAs to every London Borough. Also embedded into a number of other strategic partnerships.

I have also actively promoted the connections and overlap between different forms of violence against women. Under my domestic violence strategy for example, we have produced materials about partner rape, held a meeting of the London Domestic Violence Forum specifically on this issue, engaged with SVAAN, the SAG and been active members of the WNC groups on these issues. Additionally work has been developed on forced marriage, so-called honour based violence and the multiple forms of violence often experienced by some groups of women such as women offenders or those with substance misuse issues. 

Havens 

There are now three Rape havens in London jointly funded by the Metropolitan Police service and the NHS. As well as offering 24/7 access to medical, forensic and counselling services for women they now offer outreach support workers for young women. You will be aware that over 50% of reported rapes are on women under 18. There is now a specialist outreach worker for Asian women at the haven Whitechapel and other specialist outreach workers are being considered for the havens at Camberwell and Paddington.

My policies have ensured women who have been raped or sexually assaulted have increased access to specialist support, through a Project Sapphire Unit in every borough. These also provide specialists in investigating rape and sexual assault.

I now want to build on the improvements in police approaches to sexual violence by driving up the rape conviction rate, encouraging the Met to increase priority towards this area further, and to take more steps to improve the effectiveness of rape investigations through better forensic techniques.  

Work in schools

Work within schools has been gradually increasing year on year. In some instances the work is specifically on domestic violence, but in most instances, adopts a broader violence against women approach. I have provided support to the development of this work in terms of support, training, the creation of guidance and minimum standards and through hosting public events.

Safer travel at night 

The Safer Travel at Night campaign has led to a big fall in usage of unlicensed minicabs. I have ensured that all London’s 40,000 minicab drivers are registered. Cab related assaults have fallen by nearly half since 2003. I will continue to take rigorous enforcement action against illegal cabs and to run late night marshalled taxi ranks and other schemes which make it easier to find a safe way home at night. Together with services such as more night buses, better street lighting and improved station security my policies will also continue to make the ‘last mile home’ at night as safe as possible.

Devising and delivering effective protection

There have also been the following steps I have taken in this area.

 I have Lobbied the Government in individual meetings with Home Secretaries and Ministers on the issue of women  with  no recourse to public funds where domestic and sexual violence are issues.

Increase in arrests and prosecutions domestic violence and rape

Research into MPS performance on rape and domestic violence 

MPA domestic violence board

Last June the GLA hosted a conference on Rape and the Media to look at how the media and the public perception of rape differ from the stark reality.

Full access to, and provision of, support and rehabilitation

I already have plans for including this as an additional aim in third London Domestic Violence Strategy. As I have always stressed, we need to be developing services which take full account of what survivors tell us they need and this includes help and support to rebuild their lives after abuse, not just a focus on assisting at the points of crisis.

Effective mechanisms for prosecution

Increase in arrests, decrease in serious injuries (defined as GBH or above) of at least 10% per year for past 4 years

MPA Domestic Violence Board; CPS (including assisting in the development of their Violence Against Women Strategy) and LCJB – all to improve prosecution. Done via scrutiny, assistance with developing policy, guidance, training and monitoring

Prostitution and Trafficking

I have taken steps to discourage the growth of prostitution and the trafficking of women and girls. The sex industry relies on the exploitation of women and girls often trapped by poverty and debt. It often involves extreme violence towards women and encourages deeply misogynist attitudes in men. Research cited by the government in its consultation on prostitution in 2004 indicated that two-thirds of prostitutes had experienced client violence and 28 per cent reported being the victim of attempted rape. A high proportion of women in prostitution have been children in care or who have suffered abuse. Many other women have been trafficked into prostitution. It is vital to prosecute the traffickers while supporting those women who have been trafficked. I have called on government to ensure there is joint working between government, police and immigration service so that women can be helped out of the terrible positions they have been trafficked into without fear of deportation or punishment. I have also called on government to develop a national campaign to raise awareness about prostitution, aimed at discouraging demand, and to develop appropriate resources to encourage and support women out of prostitution including for trafficked women. 

I oppose the spread of ‘lap-dancing’ clubs, which are often a front for prostitution, and raise similar concerns for the safety of women working in such clubs and for the environment of the local areas in which they are situated. Classifying such clubs as Encounter Establishments (as is the case for sex shops), would allow greater regulation. I will lobby government

Adequate resourcing

Significant resources are allocated to addressing violence against women from those budgets over which I have control (i.e. GLA and across the functional bodies) as well as encouraging other relevant agencies to commit resources.

Should I be re-elected I have every intention of continuing this vital and important work and through the variety of consultation mechanisms I have in place, am able to address the full continuum of violence against women that is within my powers and exert my influence elsewhere. Every Londoner deserves to live in safety and with freedom from fear - this includes women wherever they are – at work, in their social lives and of course, at home. 

For more information on Ken's election campaign visit www.kenlivingstone.com
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