
A BRIEF NOTE TO OUR POLITICAL 
LEADERS ON HUMAN RIGHTS DAY.LEADERS ON HUMAN RIGHTS DAY.

Dear Party Leaders

As leaders of civil society organisations – large and small – we write to remind you 

that today is international human rights day, a day to celebrate the legal protection of 

universal human rights. Globally, human rights activism has never been more topical 

or more important; we have witnessed individuals across the world taking to the 

streets to defend their rights. Yet as we pay tribute to them, we are saddened and 

disappointed that, here at home, our own Human Rights Act is all too often vilifi ed by 

powerful voices in some media and political circles.For our organisations, and for the people we represent, the Human Rights Act 

is something to be treasured, to be championed and, if the need arises, to be 

defended. The vital constitutional checks and balances provided by the Human 

Rights Act; its defence of free speech, the right to protest and our liberty; and 

the positive impact it has had on enabling the delivery of better and fairer public 

services are something to be celebrated. For countless people up and down this 

country the Human Rights Act protects them from violence, abuse and neglect, 

and ensures fair treatment. In short the Human Rights Act makes sure we are all 

treated with basic dignity and respect.
Today, we call on all political leaders and representatives to refl ect on the true 

meaning of universal human rights, hard-won and set down in law following the 

horrors of the Second World War. Now is the time to recognise that this is the true 

ancestry of our Human Rights Act, which protects each and every one of us. We 

call on all political leaders and representatives to commit to promoting a true and 

genuine understanding of human rights and to defend the Human Rights Act. Such 

a commitment, if properly delivered, would secure our human rights heritage and 

protect us all. If we in the UK are not willing to stand fi rm on our Human Rights Act, 

we undermine the work of so many courageous people across the world who, often 

at great risk, are trying to make the legal protection of universal human rights 

a reality in their lives.

Yours sincerely,
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